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LIBRARY TO RECEIVE $10,000 GIFT FROM CARNEGIE 
CORPORATION OF NEW YORK 

   

  The Niobrara County Library will receive a $10,000 gift from Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, the foundation established by Andrew 
Carnegie. The award is part of Carnegie Libraries 250, a special initiative 
celebrating the upcoming 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence and honoring the roughly 1,280 Carnegie 
Libraries still serving their communities across the United States. 
  Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie funded the construction of 1,681 
free public libraries nationwide between 1886 
and 1917. Approximately 750 of them continue 
to use their original buildings, while others have 
moved to new locations. Opened in 1919, our 
library is one of 16 Carnegie Libraries in 
Wyoming built through this historic program.  
  “This gift honors the history of Carnegie 
Libraries and the role they have played in 
communities nationwide for more than a 
century,” said Library Director Debbie Sturman. “Our founder, Andrew 
Carnegie, who championed the free public library movement of the late 
19th century, described libraries as ‘cradles of democracy’ that 
‘strengthen the democratic idea, the equality of the citizen, and the 
royalty of man,’” said Dame Louise Richardson, president of Carnegie 
and former head of the University of Oxford. “We still believe this and 
are delighted to celebrate our connection to the libraries he founded.”  
  The Niobrara County Library will receive the gift in January 2026, and 
we may use the funds however we wish to celebrate the 250th 
anniversary, further our mission, and benefit our community. Current 
plans include funding the winter programming series including 
“Celebrating the Cowboy” and Niobrara Reads featuring “Banditti on the 
Plains.” See more information elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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BUFFALO BILL BOYCOTT & DR. JO PERFORM 
 

  “Buffalo Bill” Boycott and Dr. Jo will perform in 
concert on Sunday, April 19 at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Congregational Church, 120 E. 5th 
St., Lusk. This musical 
presentation features Wyoming 
and western songs about cowboys, 
the Oregon Trail, the 
Transcontinental Railroad, 
Lewis and Clark, stories in Traditional Native 
American Indian Sign Language, Cowboy Poetry and 
World-Class Yodeling. 
  "Buffalo Bill" and Dr. Jo are winners of a Western 
Music Association Harmony Duo Award and Bill is a 
WMA Male Yodeler Award Winner. They perform on 
the fiddle, banjo, mandolin and guitar with superb 
harmony vocals. This is a great opportunity to immerse 
yourself in Wyoming’s history as well as our proud 
Western Heritage. 

NIOBRARA READS BANDITTI OF THE PLAINS 
 

  Plan now to participate in Niobrara 
Reads featuring The Banditti of the 
Plains, or, The Cattlemen's Invasion of 
Wyoming in 1892 by A. S. Mercer this 
winter. 
  Books can be picked up at the library 
in January. After you read it, pass it on 
to another Niobrara County resident. 

  In 1894, when A. S. Mercer published this angry 
eyewitness account of the cattlemen's invasion of 
Wyoming, the book was so thoroughly and ruthlessly 
suppressed that few copies of that edition remain today. 
Historians have questioned some of Mercer's 
conclusions about the Johnson 
County range war, but they have 
never controverted the facts of the 
cattlemen-homesteader struggle as 
he grimly reported them. With the 
intention of "executing" alleged 
rustlers and terrorizing the 
homesteaders, a band of fifty-two 
cattlemen and hired gunmen 
invaded Johnson County, 
Wyoming, in April 1892. After 
besieging and killing "the bravest 
man in Johnson County," the raiders in turn found 
themselves besieged by the homesteaders and finally in 
the protective custody of the United States cavalry.  
  Nancy Tabb, Local History Librarian at the Johnson 
County Library will speak on Wednesday, March 18 
at 6 p.m. and Historian Rick Kaan will share his 
research on Wednesday, April 15 at 6 p.m. 

— READING IS FUN — 
FEBRUARY PUPPET SHOW 

  Celebrating America’s 250th anniversary is the theme of the Reading is 
FUN (RIF) program on Wednesday, February 4 with Faces that 
Changed a Nation, a puppet show performed by the Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA). The fun begins at 6:30 p.m. Children will 
be entertained by the puppet show and also have the opportunity to craft 
and enjoy a snack. The Friends of the Library sponsor literacy-based 
programs throughout the year for children of all ages. Books are 
available at each of the RIF events and children who miss an event will 
be able to select an extra book at the next attendance.  
 

MAGICIAN KEIR ROYALE TO PERFORM 
  The Friends of the Library are excited to present Keir Royale 
for Reading is FUN (RIF) on Wednesday, April 1 at 6:30 
p.m. 
  Keir brings together amazing magic, laugh-out-loud 
comedy, and high-energy audience participation to create a 
spectacular show that keeps kids entertained from start to 
finish. Every child gets to join in the fun, and many even have 

the chance to come up and help as volunteer assistants.    
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  On July 4, 2026, our nation will commemorate and celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. The journey toward this historic milestone is an 
opportunity to pause and reflect on our nation’s past, honor the 
contributions of all Americans and look ahead toward the future 
we want to create for the next generation and beyond. Our library 
has chosen to Celebrate the Cowboy during our winter 
programming series as a reflection of our heritage. Stop by the 
library to register and pick up the first book. Discussions will be 
held at 6 p.m. 
  The Virginian by Owen Wister is the first book in the 
series and is slated for discussion on Monday, 
February 2. His background is shadowy, his presence 
commanding. He brings law and order to a frontier town 
and wins the love of a schoolteacher from the East. He is 
the Virginian -- the first fully realized cowboy hero in American 
literature, a near-mythic figure whose idealized image has 
profoundly influenced our national consciousness. This enduring 
work of fiction marks his first appearance in popular culture -- the 
birth of a legend that lives with us still.  
  On Monday, March 2, Shane by Jack Schaefer will be 

discussed. In this true Western classic Schaefer tells the 
story of a mysterious stranger who finds himself in the 
Wyoming Territory joining local homesteaders in their 
fight to keep their land and avoid the intimidating tactics 
of cattle driver Luke Fletcher. While trying to leave his 

gunslinging days behind him, the mysterious stranger, Shane, is 
tested by Fletcher and his men. In Shane, Schaefer executes a 
perfect Western narrative while exploring the overarching themes 
of virtue, the human condition, and a man's search for self. 
  Monday, April 6 Mormon elders in the town of Cottonwoods 
pressure the widow Jane Withersteen to remarry so that 
her lands and herds will remain in their control in Riders 
of the Purple Sage by Zane Grey. Gradually they 
frighten away most of her cowboys, and rustlers steal 
her cattle, but the gunfighter Lassiter stands by her as 
the inevitable confrontation draws near.  
  The Log of a Cowboy by Andy Adams concludes the series on 

Monday, May 4. A classic fictional chronicle of life on the open 

trail, long considered the best and most reliable account of real 

cowboy life ever written. In the years following the 

Civil War, sixteen-year-old Andy Adams left his home 

in the San Antonio Valley and took to the range. Here 

he charts his first journey as a bona fide cowboy, from 

south Texas to Montana along the western trail. 

WINTER BOOK DISCUSSION AND FILM SERIES 

  The Dinner & Movie series begins on Monday, January 26 with 
Red River.  No matter what genre he worked in, Howard Hawks 
played by his own rules, and never was this more evident than in his 

first western, the rowdy and whip-smart Red River. In it, 
John Wayne found one of his greatest roles, as an 
embittered, tyrannical Texas rancher whose tensions with 
his independent-minded adopted son (Montgomery Clift), 
reach epic proportions during a cattle drive to Missouri. 

The unerringly macho Wayne and the neurotic, boyish Clift make for 
an improbably perfect pair, held aloft by a quick-witted, multilayered 
screenplay and Hawks’s formidable direction.  
  The Virginian stars Joel McCrea as a local ranch hand who risks 
losing his best friend and the woman he loves when forced 
into a showdown with ruthless cattle thieves. When Molly 
Wood, a well-educated Easterner, arrives in a small 
Wyoming town to be the new schoolteacher, the Virginian 
and his best friend, Steve, immediately vie for her 
affection. Against the warnings of his friend, Steve falls in with the 
corrupt Trampas' gang and is caught cattle rustling. The Virginian 
must choose between their friendship or upholding the severe laws of 
the West. The Virginian will be featured on Monday, February 23.  
  A mysterious stranger arrives in a small Wyoming town on 
Monday, March 30. Shane becomes embroiled in a conflict between 

a homesteading family and a ruthless cattle baron. As he 
defends the community against the baron's bullying and 
violence, the stranger’s past slowly comes to light. He must 
confront his own demons while inspiring the townspeople 
to fight for their way of life, ultimately shaping their 

destinies and leaving an indelible mark on the West.  
  Riders of the Purple Sage rounds out the series on 
Monday, April 27. Jim Lassiter seeks the man responsible 
for his sister's death. His quest draws him into an insular 
community ruled by an uncompromising charlatan and his 
brutal riders.  
  A light meal will be available; library programs are free 

and open to the public. 

PAINT @ THE LIBRARY 
 

  Artist Barb Orr has three adult Paint @ the Library sessions 

planned this winter. The dates are Wednesdays February 11, 

March 11 and April 8 from 1-3 p.m. Watch for 

more details. Children under the age of 10 must be 

accompanied by an adult. Call the library at 307-

334-3490 to reserve your space. Library programs 

are free and open to the public. 
  LEGOS & GAMES IN MARCH @ THE LIBRARY 

LegoTime will be held on Tuesday afternoons 
beginning March 3 and continuing through May 12 
and GameFun will be held on Thursdays, March 5 
through May 14. The fun is held from afterschool, 
3:35 p.m. until 4:45 p.m. 

READ & FEED @ THE LIBRARY 
 

  Two books have been chosen for the Winter Read and Feed. 

Monday, February 9 Cokie Roberts’ Founding Mothers will be 

discussed at noon at the library and Monday, 

March 9 A Girl Called Samson by Amy 

Harmon will be featured. Stop by the library to 

pick up a copy of the first book and then bring 

your lunch and discuss the books with friends. 

PAJAMA STORYHOUR 
  Pajama Storyhour programs are planned for children on 
Wednesday, January 28, February 25, March 25 and April 29 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Children will enjoy stories, crafts & 
activities and more! 

Celebrating the Cowboy 
“A cowboy is a man who’s good with a rope and better with a gun.” – John Wayne 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 26 30 31 

January 2026 
Winter Afterschool Program, 3:35 to 4:45 p.m.  

Tuesdays, January 6—February 24 for grades K-2 

Thursdays, January 8 — February 26 for grades 3-6 
 

LegoTime @ the Library, 3:35 to 4:45 p.m.  
Tuesdays, March 3—May 12 for all ages 
 

GameFun @ the Library, 3:35 to 4:45 p.m.  
Thursdays, March 5—May 14 for all ages 
 

Pajama Storyhour, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 28 
Wednesday, February 25 
Wednesday, March 25 
Wednesday, April 29 
 

The Friends of the Library Present Reading is Fun, 6:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, February 4 —Mount Rushmore Puppet Show 
Wednesday, April 1 — Performance by Magician Keir Royale 
 

Niobrara Reads Banditti on the Plains 
Wednesday, March 18  — Historian Nancy Tabb, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 15 — Historian Rick Kaan, 6 p.m. 
 
Celebrating the Cowboy Book Discussion, 6 p.m. 
Monday, February 2 —The Virginian by Owen Wister 
Monday, March 2— Shane by Jack Schaefer 
Monday, April 6—Riders of the Purple Sage by Zane Grey 
Monday, May 4—The Log of a Cowboy by Andy Adams 
 

Celebrating the Cowboy Dinner & Movie Series, 6 p.m. 
Monday, January 26—Red River 
Monday, February 23—The Virginian 
Monday, March 30—Shane 
Monday, April 27—Riders of the Purple Sage 
  

Read & Feed Book Discussion, Noon 
Monday, February 9  — Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts 
Monday, March 9 — A Girl Called Samson by Amy Harmon 
 

Around the World, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 11 — “Baltic Capitals” with Leslie Stewart 
 

Adult Paint @ the Library, 1-3 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 11 
Wednesday, March 11 
Wednesday, April 8 
 

Concert @ the Congregational Church 
Sunday, April 19, 1:30 p.m. — Buffalo Bill Boycott and Dr. Jo 
 

Storyhour (Year-round) 
Tuesdays - 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holiday Library Closures 
New Year’s Day - January 1 

 Martin Luther King Day - January 19 
Presidents’ Day – February 16 

Memorial Day—May 25 

 

 

—Library Hours— 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday: Noon to 7 p.m. 
Friday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Closed Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

       

February 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

March 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29    

April 2026 



Niobrara County Library Foundation, Inc. 
Niobrara County Library 
P. O. Box 510 
Lusk, WY 82225-0510 

WINTER LIBRARY AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM, AMERICA 250 
   

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 
 

  The winter afterschool program series will run from January 6, 2026 through 

February 24, 2026 for grades K-2 and January 8 through February 26 for 

grades 3-6. Both programs will focus on some of the iconic 

symbols of the United States as well as landmarks and 

national parks.  We will be celebrating what made our 

country unique and how it continues to move forward after 

almost 250 years.  There will be crafts and fun for all.  Join Miss Tina on Tuesdays and 

Miss Barb on Thursdays from 3:35 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. at the Niobrara County Library! 

Space is limited, please call the library at 307-334-3490 to register your children! 

Postal Patron 

Non Profit Org. 
US Postage Paid 
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AROUND THE WORLD—THE BALTIC CAPITALS WITH LESLIE STEWART 
 

 In October 2025, Leslie Stewart took a 3-week trip called The Baltic Capitals. The Baltic States are 
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, which are all on the western side of the Baltic Sea near the 
Scandinavian countries. The trip also included visits to Krakow and Warsaw in Poland and 
Helsinki, Finland. The presentation will include photos showing the old central squares and the 
beauty of the architecture, from medieval to very modern. You will hear about the political situation 
in these countries that are right next to Ukraine and Russia. There will be stories of how the people 
live now. The Baltics are modern, bustling cities and countrysides that only 35 years ago were part 
of the USSR. They have retained the best of their heritage while still becoming part of modern 

Europe. Leslie will share her adventure on Wednesday, February 11 at 6 p.m. at the library. 


